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Portugal 1985

EMMERSON FITTIPALDI
Brazil hits the big time

Synonymous with motor racing in Brazil since the 
era of patriarch Wilson – known as “The Baron” 
– the Fittipaldi name rose to global prominence 

through his son Emerson’s exceptional achievements. 
With his remarkable combination of speed, boldness, and 
natural talent, the driver nicknamed “The Mouse” rapidly 
ascended the ranks of international racing. He debuted 
in Formula 1 barely a year after his first race outside of 
Brazil, a Formula Ford event in the Netherlands, in April, 
1969. Thereafter, his meteoric rise is well-documented, 
including two Formula 1 World Championships, one Indy 
Car Title, and an enduring legacy through the Fittipaldi 
team, which participated in a total of 104 Grands Prix 
and was led by Emerson and his brother Wilsinho. 

Emerson’s career trajectory can be traced to his 
early days with Lotus, the team that propelled him into 
Formula 1 and with which he won his first World Title, in 
1972; at the tender age of 25, he became the youngest-
ever champion in the sport’s history up to that point. 
Not only did this pivotal season mark a turning point 
in Emerson’s career, but it also served to transform the 
history of Brazilian motorsports. The following year saw 
the inclusion of the Brazilian Grand Prix in the official 
Formula 1 World Championship calendar for the first 
time. Emerson would then serve as a trailblazing icon 
for future generations of Brazilian drivers, including the 
legendary young Ayrton Senna da Silva, who was taken 
by his father Milton to watch the race in Interlagos.

In this captivating story, Colin Chapman played a crucial 
role in Emerson’s rapid ascent to stardom, recognizing 
the Brazilian’s prodigious talent and promptly offering 
him a seat in a Lotus cockpit in mid-1970. Fittipaldi 
lived up to expectations in his first three races, finishing 
eighth in England, fourth in Germany, and 15th in Austria, 
all while driving the team’s previous-season car, the 
Lotus 49. Meanwhile, the team’s principal driver and 
Championship leader, Jochen Rindt, had already started 
driving the revolutionary Lotus 72C. Tragically, Rindt 

was killed in a practice session for the Italian Grand Prix 
at Monza. Two races later, during Lotus’ return to the 
track at Watkins Glen in the United States, Chapman 
promoted Fittipaldi to principal driver. The Brazilian 
repaid Chapman’s faith in him with a stunning win 
in the US Grand Prix, a result that secured the 
posthumous Drivers’ Championship for Rindt.

Onboard the Lotus 72, the driver from São Paulo won the Formula 1 World 
Championship in 1972, and it was a real shot in the arm for Brazilian motor racing

Emerson’s rise in the world of 
motorsports was nothing short of 
meteoric. He joined Formula 1 just 
one year after participating in his 
first Formula Ford race in Europe
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La vie d’une idole

2

Emmerson Fittipaldi

AN INSTANT CLASSIC
Emerson’s debut with Lotus in 1970 saw expectations rise, 
but the following season proved to be a disappointment 
for the Brazilian driver. The 72D model designed for the 
year did not perform as well as hoped, which led Emerson 
to a sixth-place finish in the Drivers’ Championship, 
without securing a single win. However, the Lotus 
designers immediately began working on adjustments 
to the car. When the Lotus 72D returned to the track 
early in 1972, sporting the new black-and-gold livery 
of John Player Special’s sponsorship, not even a retirement 
in the opening race of the season in Argentina could 
shake the team’s confidence.

In the next six races, Emerson scored six podiums with 
three wins – in Spain, Belgium, and England – two second 
places in South Africa and France, and a third in Monaco. 
The Brazilian driver’s gearbox problem took him out of 
the German Grand Prix, but he returned to the podium 
in the following race, the Austrian Grand Prix, opening a 
25-point lead over second-placed Tyrrell’s Jackie Stewart. 
The party was on: the Italian Grand Prix held in Monza 
on September 10, 1972, was to be the deciding race. 

If Emerson could win, he would be crowned Formula 1 
World Champion. And sure enough, despite driving 
with his reserve car and starting from sixth place on 
the grid, Emerson secured victory and claimed the Title, 
which was the first won by a Brazilian in the elite level 
of motor racing.

Emerson continued to race for Lotus in 1973, finishing 
as the Championship runner-up, with Scotsman Jackie 
Stewart clinching the Title. At the end of the season, 
Fittipaldi accepted an offer from McLaren and became 
two-time World Champion in 1974. Even so, his days in 
Norfolk remained etched in his memory, as he recalled in 
a 2019 visit to the Goodwood racetrack in England, when 
he drove a restored Lotus 72. “Colin Chapman was my 
mentor. They were my first four years in Formula 1, 
and he was good to me.  His natural ability to perfect 
a car was fantastic,” he declared. “Of all the cars I drove 
in my career, the Lotus 72 was the best. Its incredible design 
and advanced features were far ahead of its time.”

With its classic black-and-gold livery, the Lotus 72 that propelled Emerson to 
his first title has cemented its status as one of Formula 1’s most iconic cars
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Dominant drive: Emerson Fittipaldi during practice for the 1972 
Austrian GP, where he took pole and led the race from start to finish
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1983 MACAU FORMULA 3 
GRAND PRIX

During the intense speculation about his future in 
Formula 1, Ayrton Senna – the newly-crowned 
British Formula 3 Champion – would still take part 

in one last challenge in the category in 1983: the Macau 
Grand Prix. The climax of the traditional motor-racing 
festival that had been taking place in the Portuguese 
overseas territory in China since the 1950s – and which 
comprised motorcycle and touring car competitions – was 
the Formula 3 race. In previous years, the main event had 
been disputed by Formula Pacific cars; with the change, 
the race would become, in practice, a kind of Formula 3 
World Championship.

In fact, it would be a unique meeting of the greatest 
racing talents around. Theodore Racing, a Hong Kong-
based team founded by millionaire Teddy Yip and 
sponsored by Marlboro, would support the two main 
teams that were in with a shout of winning the Title: 
Ayrton Senna’s West Surrey Racing and Eddie Jordan 
Racing, which would line up not only Martin Brundle, 
Senna’s rival in British Formula 3, but also Colombian 
Roberto Guerrero – already a veteran, with two seasons 
of experience in Formula 1. Names like Italian Pierluigi 
Martini, the 1983 European Formula 3 Champion, and 
Gerhard Berger, another of the category’s standout drivers, 
would also be present in the competition.

Besides the £1,000 prize and, of course, the prestige for 
the win, another aspect heated up the race atmosphere, 
which involved only three drivers on the grid. In the days 
before the Macau Grand Prix, Senna, Guerrero, and Martini 
had been testing the Brabham car at the Paul Ricard circuit 
in France – the British team was looking for a substitute 
driver for Riccardo Patrese, who had agreed to join Alfa 
Romeo. Bernie Ecclestone had already suggested that one 
of those three names would take his place. It was not, 
however, only technical criteria that would be taken into 

“I was able to distance myself 
more than two seconds per lap, 
but I didn’t want to risk a race 
I could easily win”

Out-muscling the rivals
Ayrton Senna put on a brilliant performance in the Portuguese enclave, asserting 

his dominance over contenders in the clash for a place in the Brabham team

©ASE
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consideration – just as important, if not more so, were 
the financial aspects, and here Roberto Guerrero had the 
advantage, since he had a US$2 million sponsorship from 
Café de Colombia.

A WALK IN THE PARK
Although Ayrton Senna had arrived in Macau only two 
days prior to the race – he had little time to test the car, 

Life of an idol
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1983 Macau Formula 3 Grand Prix

and in qualifying he only did three laps, then was forced to 
return to the pits due to gearbox problems – he proved his 
exceptional skill and talent by securing pole position with 
a blistering lap time of 1:22.02; this was not beaten by 
any rival in the two qualifying sessions. (Notably, it was 
the first time the Brazilian racing legend had officially driven 
a single-seater on a street circuit.) In the starting lineup 
behind him were Guerrero, Brundle, Martini, and Berger.

The Grand Prix would be held in two heats of 15 laps 
each and both heats had the 
same results: Senna finished 
first, Guerrero second, and 
Berger third. “I like to win,” the 
Colombian told the South China 
Morning Post on November 21. 
“However, from the moment 
Ayrton accelerated, he was 
always in control. There was no moment in the race 
when I even imagined I could beat him.” Senna returned 
the kindness and gave a token of appreciation to his 
inconsolable rival, who was leading the race the previous 

©
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year, but crashed with two laps to go. “I knew Roberto 
would go full out to win after what happened here last 
year, so beating him was quite an achievement.”

In the press release addressed to Brazilian journalists, 
however, Ayrton was less modest. “I was able to distance 

myself more than two seconds 
per lap, but I didn’t want to risk 
a race I could easily win. I also felt 
tired, because the race forced 
me to use the gearshift more 
than 1,200 times. I had a perfect 
car and I was able to go really 
fast. It was great to compete 

against my main rivals for a place at Brabham. With the 
result I showed that, an arm for an arm, I’m getting the 
upper hand. I wanted to prove that I have what it takes 
to be a top driver.”

4

“From the moment Ayrton 
accelerated, he was always 

in control,” said Roberto 
Guerrero, the runner-up

Pedal to the metal: with an impeccable performance, 
Senna (pictured) left great drivers like Roberto Guerrero, 
Martin Brundle, and Gerhard Berger behind
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SUSPENSION SUSPENSION 
ANTI-ROLL BAR AND ANTI-ROLL BAR AND 
PEDALS ASSEMBLYPEDALS ASSEMBLY

12A	 Front rocker arms mount

12B	 Front suspension anti-roll bar 1

12C	 Front suspension anti-roll bar 2

12D	 Nose cone bottom panel reinforcement

12A

12E	 Clutch pedal

12F	 Brake pedal

12G	 Gas pedal

12H	 Brake bias adjuster

DP	 Screws 1.7 x 4 mm, 4 pcs* 

JP	 Screws 1.5 x 4 mm, 3 pcs*

12B 12C

12D 12E 12F

12G 12H DP JP

Build Ayrton Senna’s Lotus Renault 97T

PARTS

* Including spares
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Suspension anti-roll bar and pedals assembly

BEFORE STARTING
Make the necessary 

checks to identify each 
of the parts. Read all 

the steps beforehand to 
get an idea of what 

to do during assembly.

STEP 12-1
Insert the pins of the front rocker arms mount 12A into 
the highlighted holes on the front nose base 10A.

STEP 12-2
As shown in the picture, 
connect the front 
suspension anti-roll 
bar assemblies 1 and 2, 
12B and 12C, via 
the semicircular pin.

12A

10A

12B

12C
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STEP 12-4
Insert the pins of the nose cone 
bottom panel reinforcement 12D 
into the front nose base 10A, 
between the front suspension 
pull rods 11A and 11E.

STEP 12-5
Insert the gas pedal 12G into the right hole 
in the center of the front nose base 10A. The 
clutch pedal 12E should then be placed in the 
left hole. Attach the two parts with DP screws.

7

STEP 12-3
Place the front suspension anti-roll bar 
assemblies 1 and 2, 12B and 12C, over the 
front nose base 10A, following the position 
shown in the picture. Use two JP screws to 
connect the parts together.

12E

12G

10A

DP DP

11E

12D

10A

11A

12A

JP
JP

10A

12C

Build Ayrton Senna’s Lotus Renault 97T

12B
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STEP 12-6
Insert the brake bias 
adjuster 12H into the 
side of the brake pedal 
12F, with the longer pins 
of the two parts pointing 
in the same direction. 

STEP 12-7
Place the base of the brake pedal 12F over the 
center hole in the front nose base 10A. Use a DP 
screw to attach the part from underneath.

This is the image of the 
set of parts that we have 
assembled in this issue:

8

Suspension anti-roll bar and pedals assembly

12F 12H

12F

12H

DP

10A

FINAL ASSEMBLY
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