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The strength of the RB19
The big party began shortly after 
midday on Friday, October 27, 2023, 
with the first free practice sessions. 
The teams opted for a mixed strategy 
of long runs and qualifying simulation 
laps, knowing that every minute would 
count. Despite having the title already 
secured, Oracle Red Bull Racing 
allowed its drivers to take certain 
risks to dominate the timesheets 
from the first practice session. 

Well supported by his fans, Sergio Pérez took to the Hermanos Rodríguez 
circuit in Mexico City ready to put on a show, just like his teammate Max 
Verstappen. However, Ferrari ended up springing a surprise at the last 
moment, snatching pole position from the Bulls team.

Sergio Pérez 
pictured during 
practice for the 
2023 Mexico City 
Grand Prix, a race 
where he was keen 
to impresss in front 
of his home fans.

Mexico City 2023
Practice and qualifying 

There is no event on the 
Formula 1 calendar like the 
Mexico City Grand Prix, for the 

color, the joy, and that thunderous 
roar that shakes the stands when 
Checo Pérez appears on the track. 
The drivers come eager to give their 
all because of how unpredictable 
the Autódromo Hermanos 
Rodríguez can be, with an altitude 
that challenges the engines and 
its endless straights.
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falling, but this did not deter the 
drivers. Once again, Verstappen's 
RB19 dominated with overwhelming 
authority. It didn't matter whether 
he used soft, medium, or hard tires, 
he had the circuit under control. 
Max was the fastest driver, ahead of 
Lando Norris and Charles Leclerc, 
with Sergio back in fifth. 

Free practice ended on the 
morning of Saturday, October 28, 
with the same tone as in the 
previous sessions. Verstappen 
topped the timesheets, beating 
Albon by just 0.07 seconds, and 
Sergio Pérez securing a brilliant 
third place, spurred on by the 
constant cheering of the crowd. 
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The Ferrari attack
Qualifying took place at 3:00 pm 
on the same Saturday. In view of 
what had happened in practice, 
the Oracle Red Bull Racing team 
approached the session with 
absolute calm. Perhaps too calm. 
In Q1, the Bulls saw no cause for 
alarm – both drivers qualified 
without any problems, although 
the increasingly tight times 
suggested that they needed 
to remain alert. At Hermanos 
Rodríguez, any miscalculation is 
costly, as Lando Norris found out 
when he saw his McLaren drop 
out of the race early on. 

In Q2, the temperature rose. 
Checo set a good time on his first 
flying lap, while Verstappen made 
it clear that he was not willing to 
share the limelight with anyone. The 

Bulls' joy was not shared by those 
who were eliminated from qualifying 
early, such as Pierre Gasly, Nico 
Hulkenberg, and Fernando Alonso. 

But the big surprise came in Q3. 
Everything pointed to Verstappen 
having a clear path to pole position. 
However, a small mistake in the 
middle sector, which caused him 
to hit the curb on lap 8, allowed 
the Ferraris of Charles Leclerc and 
Carlos Sainz Jr. to surprise with 
a very fast pace on the straights, 
taking advantage of a car that 
seemed more comfortable than 
ever at altitude. 

In a tight qualifying session, 
with the top three separated 
by just 0.097 seconds, Leclerc 
took pole position, followed by 
Sainz Jr. and Verstappen. Checo 
Pérez, meanwhile, finished fifth, 

A focused Max 
Verstappen 
prepares for 
the first practice 
session at the 
Autódromo 
Hermanos 
Rodríguez on 
October 27, 2023.

Checo improved 
through the 
qualifying sessions 
to secure P5 
on the grid.

Max Verstappen, in imperial form, 
wasted no time in showing that he 
also wanted to reign in Mexico. Fast 
in the key sectors and precise in 
every change of direction, he set the 
pace from the outset. His teammate 
Checo Pérez felt the heat from his 
home crowd and put his foot down, 
although early on he struggled a 
little more to find the ideal balance 
of the RB19. Verstappen led the 
timesheets in the first practice 
session, followed by Alex Albon's 
Williams. Checo managed to record 
the third-fastest time. 

The second free practice session 
took place in the afternoon, with 
dark clouds gathering and light rain 
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just behind Daniel Ricciardo, who 
caused a stir with his AlphaTauri in 
a lap of pure talent. The Mexican 
was not downhearted. He knew 
that at home, with the unique 
support of his fans, anything was 
possible on Sunday.

Everything under control
Although Oracle Red Bull Racing 
fans were a little disappointed by 
the surprising qualifying result, the 
mood in the paddock remained 
one of absolute confidence. The 

team knew that its car had better 
pace over long runs and that in the 
Mexican heat, the tires would be 
decisive. What's more, Max was 
starting right behind the Ferraris 
and on a track with clear areas to 
attack in the first few corners.

Team principal Christian Horner 
calmed everyone down, assuring 
them that all they needed to do was 
execute the strategy well to secure 
a good result in the 19th round of 
the season. Oracle Red Bull Racing 
was certainly going all out to win.

Despite a rare 
mistake in Q3, 
Verstappen 
qualified in third 
position and was 
confident that 
he could make 
a move on the 
front-row Ferraris 
at the start.

* Yuki Tsunoda had to start from the back of the grid after changing the engine in his car.
** Lance Stroll started from the pit lane after his team carried out work on his car in park fermé.
*** Logan Sargeant was demoted ten positions on the starting grid for overtaking another driver under 
yellow flag conditions during the first qualifying session. This penalty was not enforced as he started 
from the back of the grid.

Qualifying classification
Pos. Nº Driver Constructor Q1 Q2 Q3 Final 

grid

1 16  Charles Leclerc  Ferrari 1:18.401 1:17.901 1:17.166 1

2 55  Carlos Sainz Jr.  Ferrari 1:18.755 1:18.382 1:17.233 2

3 1  Max Verstappen  Red Bull Racing-Honda RBPT 1:18.099 1:17.625 1:17.263 3

4 3  Daniel Ricciardo  AlphaTauri-Honda RBPT 1:18.341 1:17.706 1:17.382 4

5 11  Sergio Pérez  Red Bull Racing-Honda RBPT 1:18.553 1:18.124 1:17.423 5

6 44  Lewis Hamilton  Mercedes 1:18.677 1:17.571 1:17.454 6

7 81  Oscar Piastri  McLaren-Mercedes 1:18.241 1:17.874 1:17.623 7

8 63  George Russell  Mercedes 1:18.893 1:17.673 1:17.674 8

9 77  Valtteri Bottas  Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 1:18.429 1:18.016 1:18.032 9

10 24  Zhou Guanyu  Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 1:19.016 1:18.440 1:18.050 10

11 10  Pierre Gasly  Alpine-Renault 1:18.945 1:18.521 N/A 11

12 27  Nico Hülkenberg  Haas-Ferrari 1:18.969 1:18.524 N/A 12

13 14  Fernando Alonso  Aston Martin Aramco-Mercedes 1:18.848 1:18.738 N/A 13

14 23  Alexander Albon  Williams-Mercedes 1:18.828 1:19.147 N/A 14

15 22  Yuki Tsunoda  AlphaTauri-Honda RBPT 1:18.890 DNF N/A 18*

16 31  Esteban Ocon  Alpine-Renault 1:19.080 N/A N/A 15

17 20  Kevin Magnussen  Haas-Ferrari 1:19.163 N/A N/A 16

18 18  Lance Stroll  Aston Martin Aramco-Mercedes 1:19.227 N/A N/A PL**

19 4  Lando Norris  McLaren-Mercedes 1:21.554 N/A N/A 17

NC 2  Logan Sargeant  Williams-Mercedes DNF N/A N/A 19***
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2023 Mexico City GP  
The two sides of 
the same desire to win 

Afew minutes before 2:00 
pm on Sunday, October 
29, 2023, the Autódromo 
Hermanos Rodríguez was 

packed to the rafters. The crowd 
chanted “Checo, Checo, Checo” 
as the cars took their places on the 
starting grid, with Ferrari on the 
front row after a surprising qualifying 
session. Max Verstappen would start 
from third position and Sergio Pérez, 
the local hero, from fifth. 

The Bulls go all out
Max Verstappen took off like a 
rocket. He took advantage of the 
slipstream from the Ferraris and 
passed them with ease. Before 
reaching the first corner, the 
Dutchman had already corrected 
Sunday's mistake. Once in the 
lead, he began to control the 
race masterfully. That insatiable 
hunger for victory caused joy to 
erupt in the Oracle Red Bull Racing 

For Sergio Pérez, 
nothing could 
compare to race 
day in front of 
his home fans 
in Mexico City.

paddock. But, just as quickly, 
the team felt despair.

Checo, encouraged by the crowd 
and pumped up by the adrenaline 
of racing at home, took the outside 
line into the first corner at full 
speed, looking to gain several 
positions in one fell swoop... but the 
attempt proved costly. He touched 
wheels with Leclerc, went flying, 
and landed without a front wing. 

For a moment, the Autodromo held 
its breath until it was clear that 
the Mexican had not been injured. 
But the initial relief was followed by 
the drama of seeing Pérez rushing 
back to the pits in the hope of 
being able to rejoin the race. The 
mechanics' diagnosis was swift: 
Checo's race was over on the 
first lap. It was a huge blow for 
him and his thousands of fans.

At the first corner, 
Sergio makes 
contact with 
Charles Leclerc, 
an incident that 
will lead to his 
disappointing 
retirement on lap 1.

6

Esteban Ocon
Alpine-Renault
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Max dons a 
sombrero on the 
podium following 
his dominating 
win at the 
Autódromo 
Hermanos 
Rodríguez on 
October 29, 2023.

Verstappen 
raises his hands 
in victory after 
winning the 2023 
Mexico City GP.

Making the most 
of even the red flag
Meanwhile, Max pulled away at the 
front, oblivious to his teammate's 
dramatic exit from the race. Behind 
him, Charles Leclerc struggled to 
keep up with the champion – the 
Monegasque driver was unable to 
match the RB19's relentless pace. 
Sainz Jr., Hamilton, and Russell 
began their own battle for a place 
on the podium, but they were 
driving at a different level to 
the otherworldly Verstappen. 

The race was progressing at 
a good pace until a heavy crash 
involving Kevin Magnussen on lap 
34 turned things upside down. The 
Dane's car crashed violently into 
the barriers at turn 9 and ended up 
with its rear end engulfed in flames, 
forcing the safety car to come out 
and, shortly after, a red flag that 
neutralized the race completely.

For 20 minutes, the race was 
stopped, allowing some teams 
to change from hard tires to 
mediums. When the race restarted, 

Verstappen did not falter. He retained 
his hard tires with every intention 
of going all the way to the end. 
No one was able to keep up with him, 
and with every turn, the Dutchman 
opened up more of a gap. 

Attacks and spectacle
In the second half of the race, 
Lewis Hamilton attempted to 
challenge for the top positions 
and, with his Mercedes, attacked 
the Ferraris. He overtook Sainz Jr., 
then got rid of Leclerc and moved 
into second place. But by this 
time Max was already more than 
ten seconds ahead. The champion 
had no rival.

The same could not be said for 
the middle of the field, where the 
action was nonstop. The drivers 
treated Mexican fans to a first-
class spectacle. Russell and Norris 
never tired of battling it out, Albon 
produced some magical moments 
in his Williams, and Australian 
Daniel Ricciardo – after missing five 
races with a broken hand – had an 
excellent race in his AlphaTauri. His 
teammate, Yuki Tsunoda, provided 
a moment of enormous suspense 
when his car spun out on lap 49 
after getting tangled up in a battle 
with Oscar Piastri. Fortunately, he 
managed to recover and continue 
without further consequences. 

On to another record
In the final laps, it almost seemed as 
if Max Verstappen was putting on 
an exhibition race. With the stands 
still reeling from Checo's retirement, 
the crowd couldn't help but 
praise his teammate's outstanding 
performance. Because when 
someone drives like that, all you 
can do is stand and applaud

Verstappen crossed the finish line 
with authority and broke his own 

record for wins in a single season, 
recording his 16th victory. Hamilton 
was second, more than 13.87 
seconds behind. Leclerc completed 
the podium and Sainz Jr. had to 
settle for fourth place, followed by 
Lando Norris.

“Winning 16 races in a season 
is something I never thought 
possible,” admitted the champion 
after the race, who also had words 
of consolation for his teammate. ”I 
understand why Checo tried at the 
beginning because it would have 
been incredible for him to be on the 
podium here in Mexico. Fortunately, 
the crowd stayed and it's been 
wonderful all weekend. I've felt as 
welcome here as ever.” 

Although Sergio was unable to 
shine in front of his home crowd, 
the Mexican fans' affection for him 
remained undimmed throughout. 
They cheered him as he got out of 
the car and they applauded him 
during the lap of honor. Because 
fans know that in the world of 
motorsports, these things happen, 
and even though he couldn't 
succeed this time, Checo would 
continue to fight.

9

It was a race of 
stark contrasts: 

while Verstappen 
sealed his fifth victory 

at the Autódromo 
Hermanos Rodríguez, 

Sergio Pérez was forced 
to retire on the first lap 

after an accident. 
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No risk, no fun
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It was one of Red Bull founder Dietrich 
Mateschitz's mottos for Formula 1: “No 
risk, no fun.” Sergio Pérez wanted to put 
it into practice to please his fans at the 
Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez. “In your 
Grand Prix, after being on the podium 
twice, you want to give it your all,” the 
Mexican explained after the race. “And I 
went for it. I really wanted to win today.” 
When Checo saw his teammate go on the 
attack, he also wanted to take advantage 
of the long straight to the first corner to 
gain positions. “He took off like a rocket 
and gained a lot of momentum going into 
that first corner,” acknowledged team 
principal Christian Horner. “But you can't 
blame him for trying to take the lead in 
his home race.” As a result of ambition 
and tremendous momentum, there was a 
miscalculation and Pérez's RB19 collided 

with Charles Leclerc's car. Checo’s car 
was thrown into the air, with the right 
side of the bodywork destroyed. 

With the circuit falling silent, Checo 
limped back to the pits, but with the 
mechanics urgently trying everything 
to get him back into the race. “I really 
wanted this win and I knew it was risky, 
but if it had worked, I would have finished 
at the front.” The Oracle Red Bull Racing 
specialists worked flat out to repair the 
car in record time. However, they soon 
realized that the damage would not allow 
the RB19 to return to the track. Pérez 
could only bang the steering wheel in 
clear frustration. “I'm going home very 
sad about the result, but proud of myself 
and my team for giving it our all out there. 
These are just races, and that's how the 
sport goes sometimes.” 

Checo Pérez gets airborne after colliding with Charles Leclerc at the start of the 2023 Mexico 
City Grand Prix. Despite the efforts of the Oracle Red Bull Racing mechanics, he was unable 
to continue in his hometown race.
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26A	 Front right brake caliper
26B	 Inner cover of the front right brake disc 
26C	 Outer cover of the front right brake disc

FRONT RIGHT SUSPENSION (5)
In this issue, we will mount the front right brake disc covers  

and brake caliper to the suspension assembly.

26B26A

26C

* Spare screw

PIECES IN THIS ISSUE
MAX VERSTAPPEN

MAX VERSTAPPEN

BUILD THE
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STEP 26-3
Finally, turn the assembly 
over and insert the two 
pins on the front right 
brake caliper 26A into the 
highlighted holes on the 
steering knuckle 22D.

STEP 26-2
Place the outer cover 
of the front right 
brake disc 26C on 
the inner cover 26B.

STEP 26-1
Retrieve the suspension assembly from issue 25. Connect the inner cover of the front right brake 
disc 26B to the two holed pivots on the steering knuckle 22D.

Front right suspension (5)

22D

26B

22D

26A

26B

26C

CHECO PÉREZ

Construye el

CHECO PÉREZ

Construye el

BUILD  THE  ORACLE  RED  BULL  RACING



Front right suspension (5)

SYMMETRICAL ASSEMBLIES
When instaling the right suspension, you will see that the steps are almost identical 

to those for the left suspension. Since you are already familiar with the process, 
you should be able to do it more easily and quickly. However, carefully check the  

references and instructions in the images to ensure that you are fitting it correctly.

FINAL RESULT

This is how the pieces look 
at this stage of the assembly.


