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The special-edition “LM Limited”
was released for a short time in
May 1996, before the full-scale minor
changes. It was a rare Skyline GT-R
(R33) in vivid “Champion Blue”.
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SKYLINE GT-R [R33):
EVOLUTION AND A
LIMITED-EDITION RELEASE

Although the Skyline GT-R (R33) was marketed for a shorter period of time
than its predecessor, it continued to evolve every year. In addition, a special
version was unveiled - the Skyline GT-R (R33) “LM Limited”.

he Skyline GT-R (R33), announced in

January 1995, underwent a few chang-

es during its four-year model life, includ-

ing the release of a special-edition ver-
sion and some small modifications.

The first adaptations came in January 1996,
just one year after the GT-R underwent a full
model change. The improvements made to the
GT-R saw it evolve into the “mid-term” model,
distinguished by its VIN number from the previ-
ous “early model”.

The most noticeable modification was the
new design of the steering wheel with SRS air-
bags, and the center pad that stores the airbags
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was made more compact. This was a welcome,
more sporty design. These changes were in line
with improvements to the base Skyline (R33).
In addition, all models except the Skyline GT-R
(R33) V-spec N1 now had dual airbags to protect
the front passenger as well. Other changes in-
cluded a slightly more three-dimensional center
cluster design and a new surface finish.

The modifications to the exterior were
minimal. At the rear, the “SKYLINE” letter-
ing changed from a flat surface to a slightly
concave design in the center. It would take a
real GT-R enthusiast to be able to tell the dif-
ference. Two new body colors, Super Clear
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Red Il (#AR1) and Sonic Silver
(#KR4), were also added.

In May 1996, the special-edition
“LM Limited” model was introduced
to commemorate the car’'s entry
into the Le Mans 24 Hours race.
The “GT-R LM Limited” and “GT-R
V-spec LM Limited” were available
only until the end of July in a unique
color, Champion Blue (#BT2). Just
like the GT-R V-spec N1, these
2 models featured a front bum-
per with air intake ducts, hood top
molding, carbon center (with angle
adjustment function), and exclusive
stickers on the rear pillars. The driv-
ing performance and interior were
unchanged from the base model.
Production of the special-edition
‘LM Limited” was extremely small,
totaling less than 200 units, making
it a rare model.

NEW XKENON HEADLAMPS

In February 1997, the Skyline GT-R
had a more extensive series of
changes and became the ‘“late
model”. The minor changes in ap-
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pearance from the previous-gen-
eration Skyline GT-R (R32) were
merely the shape of the projector-

type headlamps and the adoption
of Brembo brakes and BBS forged
aluminum wheels as pack options
for the V-spec and V-spec Il models.
The Skyline GT-R (R33), however,
had enough changes to its appear-
ance to make an impression.

First, projector-type  xenon
bulbs were adopted for the head-
lights. Now the mainstream for
passenger cars, xenon headlamps
emit a color similar to sunlight and
are twice as bright as conventional
halogen lamps, making them much
more visible at night. Nissan had
used xenon headlamps in a Group
C car that raced in the Le Mans 24
Hours. The adoption of these head-
lamps gave the Skyline GT-R (R33)
a bolder look.

The front spoiler was rede-
signed and enlarged by extending
the lower end by 0.79in (20mm),
while the size of the air ducts for
brake cooling was enlarged by 26

In February 1997, the car underwent a
full-scale minor change, becoming the
so-called “late model”. The bumper
ducts, which were the same as those
on the N1 model, became standard,
and the black lip spoiler under the
bumper was changed to a larger
version than on the earlier model.

percent. This increased the airflow
to the brakes, and resulted in a 20
percent improvement in brake cool-
ing compared to a conventional
air duct. However, since the large
front spoiler could scrape the road
surface on bumps and curbs, a
conventional front spoiler was also
available as an option.

A new air duct was added to
the front bumper, the same as on
the N1 version. This increased the
air velocity passing through the
radiator to improve engine cool-
ing performance. An air-cooled
NISMO Sport engine oil cooler was
available as a dealer option. Com-
bined with the special air intake,
the oil temperature cooling perfor-
mance during circuit driving was
greatly improved.
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¥ 17 The skyline GT-R
attracted F1 driver
Johnny Herbert. g gy g

At the back, a rear fog lamp was
integrated into the right rear combi-
nation light. This improved visibility
at night and when driving at speed.
Safety was enhanced through the
use of long-life water-repellent glass
on the front door window and, to-
gether with the rear intermittent
wiper, improved visibility and hence
safety when driving in the rain.

To upgrade the driving perfor-
mance, a rear floor stay was added to
the rear suspension member mount-
ing area to enhance rigidity. The
new system ensured high rigidity of
the rear suspension mounting area,
equivalent to the addition of one strut
tower bar. Combined with the already
installed front strut bar, right and left
body side members, and other rigid
parts, the new suspension system
improved steering follow-through
and turning, reduced rear-following
delay, increased ground contact,
and made it easier to get a feel for
the vehicle’s behavior. In addition to
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enhancing the sense of security in
normal driving, the new model suc-
ceeded in improving controllabil-
ity in the limit range, such as more
control during four-wheel drifting.
Also, the ABS actuator for the brakes
was downsized to reduce weight,
and the control was tuned to im-
prove stability when braking in turns.

Inside, the seats and door lin-
ings could be identified by the red
stitching that replaced the previous
blue stitching.

Xenon headlights were adopted

in the later model. They were well
received as they gave the car a
more dynamic look. Around this
time, more and more manufacturers
began to use xenon headlamps

on their premium-grade cars.

These multiple improvements
incrementally enhanced the perfor-
mance of the Skyline GT-R (R33).
The first TV commercial was also
aired, with exciting catchphrases
such as “We are proud to have the
GT-Rin our country” and “The latest
GT-R is the best GT-R,” touting the
results of the model’s evolution and
maturation.

FIRST OFFIGIAL

EXPORT MODELS

Then, in May 1997, it was an-
nounced that the Skyline GT-R
(R33) would be launched in the UK
in November of the same year. The
model had previously been sold
exclusively in the Japanese mar-
ket, but there was a strong demand

Air ducts on the bumper, a standard
GT-R customization since the Skyline
GT-R NISMO (R32). It was adopted

as a standard feature on the later
models of the Skyline GT-R (R33).

3 11411
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A major change inside was the
refined design of the airbag-equipped
steering wheel. The sharp and sporty
impression was an improvement over

the previous model’s chunky image.

for Nissan's flagship sports car
to be sold in the UK, and it was
hoped that the “high performance
and exciting” image of the Nissan
brand would be promoted and con-
tribute to improving the image and
expanding sales of Nissan cars
overall in the UK and Europe. The
plan was for Nissan UK to sell just
100 examples of the Skyline GT-R
(R33), which would be the first of-
ficial export of a GT-R model.
Based on the GT-R Skyline
(R33) V-spec sold in Japan, some
specifications were modified to
meet British certification. The price
of the car was about £50,000,
which was about 10 million yen
since the exchange rate at that time

was about 200 yen to the pound.
Incidentally, Johnny Herbert, an
F1 driver and racing driver in Ja-
pan, was one of the lucky few who
bought a Skyline GT-R (R33).

In 1997, the Skyline GT-R (R33)
continued to be the talk of the town.
In December of the same year, a
special-edition “Skyline GT-R Autech
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Version 40th ANNIVERSARY” - a
four-door GT-R - was announced
and went on sale a few weeks later
in January 1998. ¢

The interior saw the red stitching

of the previous model replaced with
blue stitching. The basic design of the
seats was retained, but the red accent
color made a sportier impression.
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FAST & FURIOUS TALES
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NATION:
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DOMINIGAN
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In the middle of the West Indies lies the Dominican Republic, a Caribbean country
of rugged beauty that becomes the perfect hideout for Dom Toretto and Letty Ortiz,
and where they can begin a new life.

t the end of The Fast and the
Furious, it was clear that both
Dom and Brian were on the
wrong side of the law and they
had no other option but to escape from
the police, although nothing was revealed
about their future destinations. The short
Turbo-Charged Prelude, which served as
an introduction to the movie 2 Fast 2 Furi-
ous, revealed that Brian was getting away
from Los Angeles by road and was cross-
ing much of the country before settling in
Miami. But what about Dom?
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JUSTICE FOR ALL

Dom’s brief reappearance in the epilogue
of The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift
caused an absolute sensation among
fans of the franchise. While the production
of Fast & Furious was getting underway,
the actor Vin Diesel wrote, directed, and
starred in Los Bandoleros, a short that
would serve to present the fourth movie
in the franchise. It was here where audi-
ences discovered that Dom Toretto had
taken refuge in the Dominican Repub-
lic, surrounded by good friends, who he

At the wheel of a 1987
Buick Grand National,
Dom Toretto embarks
on one of his most
daring missions when
he attempts to capture
the tanker truck as

it travels along the
winding roads of the
Dominican Republic.
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DESTINATION: THE DOMINIGCAN REPUBLIC

considers “my people” and with
whom he shares the little they have.

Despite adapting to the calm
pace of life in the Caribbean,
Dom hated watching the people
struggle, especially as corruption
pushed gasoline prices way up.
He starts planning a big robbery
to take the gasoline to those who
need it the most. For this purpose,
he starts recruiting a new team.
Among the locals, there are Leo
and Santos, two old friends who
are almost like brothers to him.
From elsewhere, Han - ready to
relive old adventures with Dom
- and also Letty. She lights up
Dom'’s heart, and he does not
waste a second in showing her
the most beautiful spots on the
island in a 1966 Pontiac Bonnev-
ille Convertible.

TAKING THE CARIBBEAN

TO LOS ANGELES

The big heist served as the intro-
duction to Fast & Furious, one of
the most spectacular sequences in
the franchise in which we see how
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A dangerous relationship

As soon as he finds himself forced to collaborate with the
FBI in the investigation into Carter Verone, Brian learns the

own lives too.

THE ADVENTURES OF BRIAN O°CONNER

Customs Department has managed to infiltrate a female
agent in the businessman’s organization: her name is Monica
Fuentes and she has become Verone’s right-hand woman. It's
not a good idea for her to get distracted by anything, but
that is precisely what happens as soon as she meets Brian.
Their relationship not only endangers the mission, but their

_/

the protagonist and his team set
out to hunt down and seize a huge
fuel tanker. Despite the big risk
they run, the robbery is a success
and the team manages to take a
tankerful of fuel to an area in need.
The robbery is celebrated with a
big party, where Dom admits to his
collaborators that, after the heist,
they’ll have no option but to move
to a new place.

While the short Los Bandole-
ros was filmed in the Dominican

Republic - in locations including
the Malecén (esplanade) in Santo
Domingo, the Santa Barbara area,
and the Ciudad Colonial (Colonial
Area) - the crew of Fast & Furious
never set foot on the island. The
thrilling scene of the truck heist
was filmed on the tricky Templin
Highway, in the mountains to the
north of Los Angeles, while the
party afterwards was reproduced
in the coastal San Pedro neigh-
borhood, south of the city. ¢
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THE|NISMO)STORY,

THE PULSAR GTI-R - NISMD’S
FIRST COMPLETE RACE CAR

For most of the 1990 All Japan Rally Championship Nissan competed with the
ultra-competitive Bluebird SSS-R (U12), which secured four wins. But towards
the end of the season NISMO introduced its first race model built from the ground up
— the Pulsar GTI-R.

The 2,000cc Bluebird SSS-R, which
secured four consecutive wins in the
1990 All Japan Rally Championship
and was the driving force behind the
series win, was a top-quality race car.

|
b

ISMO had a particular-
ly successful 1990 mo-
torsports season, win-
ning two major Titles
— the All Japan Sports Prototype
Championship (Group C) and the
All Japan Touring Car Champion-
ship (Group A). In domestic ral-
lying, Mitsuo Ayabe won the All
Japan Rally Championship, dem-
onstrating that NISMO was strong
away from race circuits as well.
At the time, Nissan’s main

previously been lacking. In addi-
tion, the gear ratios of the cross
transmission were revised, greatly
increasing the SSS-R’s perfor-
mance capabilities.

Ayabe entered the 2,000cc
SSS-R in the first round of the 1990
All Japan Rally Championship and
secured a 6th-place finish. Al-
though he did not place in the sec-
ond round, he won the third round
onward with four consecutive vic-
tories, and was on the verge of be-

domestic rally car was the Blue-
bird SSS-R (U12). The model now
had the same displacement as its
rivals, and it also had more mid-
to low-speed torque, which had
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ing crowned Champion.

The catalog of the Pulsar GTI-R
NISMO, first sold in November
1990. It was not a street model,
but a complete competition car.
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THE PULSAR GTI-R

iz It was the same
as the All Japan
Rally specs, with

all the parts that had
been developed
in advance. Y77

NISMO’s domestic rally team
usually provides various support
activities to Nissan teams dur-
ing the season, but there was no
NISMO at the rally site this year. At
the time, Nissan was developing a
car to win the WRC (World Rally
Championship) under the banner
of “Beat Lancia,” and even before
its debut, there were high expec-
tations from the rally community
for this car. Even so, with four wins
already under its belt this season,
the Bluebird SSS-R (U12) was al-
ready seen as an excellent base
car for domestic rallies.

COMPLETE CAR

MODEL TYPE

COMPETE CAR PARTS

HERTEL M
1 (7avtLSDH)
LEXY L]

ommm
0 exmminmic

3,140,000 |§§
3,275,0007 |3

The specification and components
sheet for the Pulsar GTI-R NISMO.
With body reinforcements and a full
complement of NISMO rally parts, it
was more affordable than building
a race machine from scratch.
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In the 7th round in September,
Ayabe surprisingly switched from
the SSS-R to the Pulsar GTI-R,
which had just made its debut.
Of course, the Pulsar GTI-R was
the model that attracted plenty
of attention at the rally course.

Normally, Ayabe would have won
the Championship with the SSS-R
and driven the Pulsar in the final
round, so it was surprising that he
switched to a new machine whose
capabilities were still unknown.
However, Ayabe had been a
contracted driver for NISMO since
the beginning of the 1990 sea-
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son, and he had frequently tested
the Pulsar GTI-R’s domestic rally
capabilities prior to the car’s re-
lease. In a sense, it was because
he knew the potential of the Pulsar
GTI-R that he took the gamble.
In his debut race, the rear strut
tower suffered from weld detach-
ment early in the race, but Ayabe
was able to lead his new machine
— whose handling had deteriorat-
ed due to the suspension problem
—to a third place finish and secure
the Championship.

The Pulsar GTI-R road car
made its official debut in August

The Pulsar GTI-R NISMO was
based on the road car. It was a
model with simple equipment
and a transmission system
suitable for actual competition.

1990. At the same time as its
launch, NISMO released various
rally components, and in No-
vember, the Pulsar GTI-R NISMO
was unveiled incorporating these
parts. Once equipped with tires
and a rally computer, the Pulsar
GTI-R NISMO was ready to com-
pete in rallies. In addition, the
body of the car was reinforced ex-
clusively to enable it to negotiate
rough roads. Needless to say, the
area around the rear strut tower,
which had been causing prob-
lems in actual competition, was
suitably reinforced.

Although the Silvia (S14)-
based 270R is generally con-
sidered to be the first original
NISMO-compliant car, the Pulsar
GTI-R NISMO was actually the
first complete car from Nissan's
motorsports division. ¢

The Pulsar GTI-R showed its full
potential when modified to Group A
specifications, but struggled with the
narrow scope of modifications required
by domestic rally vehicle regulations.
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STAGE 39— .
REAR DIFFERENTIAL

In this issue, we will mount the rear differential and rear driveshafts, and then fix
the assembly to the rear subframe.

PARTS

N

]

- SRR g
i

£

J9E 39F 496

AM AP
TrTY TTTT

f

390 Rear driveshafts [x2) 39F Rear differential rear lid
398 Rear driveshafis dust covers (x2) 396 Rear steering rack

39C Rear driveshafts GV boots [x2) AM Screws 1.7x4mm (x3*)
390 Rear differential part 1 AP Screws 1.7x4mm (x4
39 Rear differential part 2

*Including spares

11 r1ca001
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REAR DIFFER

r39 1=

the grooves at the

ends of the rear differential part 1 390D.
AP 4
fopap

'
i
0
1
'
'
i
1
'

'

0

/f_ Fit the rear driveshafts \
3 9 “I dust covers 39B into
[ 39E to part 1 39D
and fix the parts with two AP screws.

'
'
'
i
1
'
'
'

/)

e

3 9 " 3 for the correct
| orientation of the
parts. Then insert the posts on the rear

differential rear lid 39F into the four
holes in the rear differential part 2 39E.

39F

rearrin 12
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to

the rear

subframe
assembly 37A and place the tabs
on the rear differential part 2 39E
over the highlighted screw posts
on the subframe. By doing this,
the screw post at the other end
of the rear differential part 2 39E
will align with the hole in the rear
subframe 37A. Use an AP screw
to attach the parts.

| [

Now secure the flaps
on the rear differential 2
39E to the rear
subframe 37A with
two AM screws.

(

Check the

orientation

of parts in the
picture and attach one GV hoot 39C
to the end of the first driveshaft
39A. Insert the free end of this
driveshaft into the highlighted
driveshaft dust cover 39B, then
fit the end with the GV hoot 39C
over the highlighted post on the
rear right knuckle shaft 38F.
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Fit the other GV hoot
39C to the end of the
second driveshaft 39A.
Insert the free end of
this driveshatt into the
other dust cover 39B,
then fit the end with the
CV hoot 39C over

the highlighted post

on the rear left
knuckle shaft 38B.

Keep the rear steering rack 396

@mr stages of assembly.
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